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This projects considers train stations as liminal spaces, which
refers to areas of transition, often perceived as places where regular
rules of time and space are suspended. It approaches a possible dual
function for these transport hubs: as points of transit and as refuges for
marginalised individuals.

The accompanying essay analyses this dual role using ‘Perron Nul’
in Rotterdam and ‘Platzspitz’ in Zurich as case studies. It explores the
duality of train stations as hubs of transit and final destinations for those
with nowhere else to go.

The accompanying creative project reimagines wayfinding in train
stations to reflect the directionlessness experienced by marginalized
individuals who use these spaces as temporary refuges. Traditional
wayfinding designs focus on guiding people efficiently from point A to
point B. In contrast, this project introduces signs intended to evoke
empathy and awareness. Through reconsidered iconography, abstract
paths, and placement, these redesigned signs aim to capture the
uncertainty and liminality faced by those on the fringes of society,
transforming train stations into more inclusive and compassionate urban
environments.

Zurich Main Station.
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Perron Nul next to Rotterdam Central StationPlatzspitz Park next to Zurich Main Station
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No Way Out
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Possible design for signage pointing to a safe space for drug users.
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Social support.
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Colours for different domains.
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Consumption room.

Social support.

Needle exchange.

Drug use permitted.
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Social support, showers.

Drug safety check.

Social support, sleeping facilities.

Social support, food and beverage.
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The Following pages contain various sources of inspiration.
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Excerpt from a paper on the design philosophy behind the Milan Metro:

“Albini ‘tied’ the entire structure with a tubular element painted in red
enamel as the most characteristic feature of the project, which serves
both as the handrail and a partition of the
spaces. It has a diameter of 47.5mm with standard curves welded in the
terminal laps so, it was described as a strand of Ariadne that facilitates
descents and ascents. He gave a sense of aesthetics to the functions as
registration of tickets, flow management and passenger counting by his
turnstile design that was made of metal and colored red as the rest of the
architecture.”
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